
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 
AHRA: INTERNATIONAL TRENDS AND 
EXPERIENCE 

Of Roars and Rogues: Reproductive Travel 
and Canada’s AHRA 
Lisa C. Ikemoto 
University of California Davis School of Law 







DRIVERS 

Law 
Cost disparities 
Availability of technology and expertise 
“Bioavailability” 
Others, including waiting times in home 

country, dissatisfaction with quality of care in 
home country, desire for privacy or secrecy 
 



REGULATORY APPROACHES 

Restrictive:   e.g. Canada, Germany, Italy, 
Norway, Switzerland, UK 

 
Permissive:  e.g. India, Israel, Spain, US 
Authorizing 
Guidelines, often honored in the breach 
Unregulated 

 
 



LEGAL DRIVERS - EXAMPLES 
Ban surrogacy – e.g. China, Finland, Italy, Taiwan 
Ban commercial surrogacy – e.g. Japan, UK 
Ban use of third party gametes – e.g. Kuwait 
Ban commercial gamete “donation” – e.g. France, 

 Greece, Netherlands 
Identity requirement for gamete donors – e.g. Finland, 

 Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Australia 
Social restrictions – e.g. Japan, Germany, Switzerland 
Medical restrictions – e.g. Denmark, South Korea, Russia 
Ban social sex selection – e.g. Taiwan, India 



MAJOR DESTINATION COUNTRIES 

Europe:  Belgium, Czech Republic, Spain 
Middle East & Africa:  Israel, Jordan, South 

Africa 
Asia:  India, Thailand 
Americas:  Mexico, U.S. 
Emerging destinations:  Singapore, South Korea 



http://www.surrogacyprogram.com 

http://www.eggdonation.com/index.php 

http://www.surrogacyprogram.com/words-from-heart/view-angels-intro.php


PlanetHospital pioneered the concept of 
going abroad for surrogacy. We have 
developed packages that are designed to help 
you have a child reasonably and economically. 
We cater to traditional families, single parents, 
as well as the gay community. 

PlanetHospital innovated the idea of routinely 
performing IVF on two surrogates 
simultaneously thus increasing the odds of 
pregnancy by more than 60%. The notion of 
hiring two surrogates in the US and doing IVF 
on both surrogates would be financially 
prohibitive, PlanetHospital has negotiated rates 
with a highly reputable clinic in India that not 
only provide couples with two surrogates, but 
also four attempts.  

http://www.planethospital.info/2009_v2/procedure_surgeons.php?id=177
http://www.planethospital.info/index.php






http://www.cryobank.com/ 



WHY WON’T THE U.S. REGULATE? 

Family formation 
Free market individualism;  neoliberal 

construct of “choice” 
Fears of pro-choice liberals 
Race:  exceptionalism and orientalism 
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